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A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT,

LOIS BROWN

Over the past three months, the world has watched in horror
at the events unfolding in Ukraine.
The images and stories have been heartbreaking. But out of this ongoing tragedy came
a silver lining – the world has demonstrated tremendous generosity. The outpouring
of solidarity and support – both physical and financial – that we have seen from our
pharmaceutical and community partners over the last few weeks has been overwhelming.
From everyday citizens, from Mayors to MPs, everyone has gotten involved to help and we are
grateful because this means that HPIC has been able to expedite medicines where they are
most needed.
Since formally taking on the President role in March, I continue to be amazed not only by
our community of partners, donors and everyday citizens but also by our small but mighty
HPIC team. Aside from our work in Ukraine, our other work continues, with new projects in
Ethiopia, Lebanon and Ecuador.
Aside from our work in Ukraine, our powerhouse team has not missed a beat. We are
actively working in 28 countries and the emergence of other crises and conflicts expands
the demand.
The passion and dedication I have seen has inspired me and is setting us up for an incredibly
impactful year. I am excited to share some of these updates and thank you for your support
and commitment; our donors and partners are truly the heroes in all this work.
As always, I remain immensely grateful for your continued support.
Sincerely,

Lois Brown
President

RESPONDING TO
CONFLICTS & EMERGENCIES
BRINGING HEALTH AND HOPE TO UKRAINE
When war broke out in Ukraine on February 24, our team immediately sprang into action.
Since the start of the war, the UNHCR estimates that more than 5.7 million refugees have fled
Ukraine with the majority of those being women and children. A further 7.7 million people
have been displaced internally within Ukraine. Ukrainians have lost everything – their homes,
their careers, family members, and many even their lives. Those who are struggling to survive
are in desperate need of food and medicines.
HPIC’s response is ongoing. To date, we have mobilized a total of 120 Humanitarian Medical
Kits containing approximately $720,000 worth of medicines to Ukraine and refugee
settlements in neighbouring countries. We are incredibly grateful to all of our partners who
have been instrumental in our relief efforts, including Canadian Medical Assistance Teams
(CMAT), SickKids, Medical Ministries International (MMI), Medical Mercy Canada, ICROSS, and
International Association for Refugees (IAFR).

Medical kits ready to travel to Ukraine.

A special thank you also to all of our pharmaceutical partners who have stepped up with
generous offers of financial and product donations, including Apotex, AstraZeneca, Auro
Pharma, Bausch Health Canada, GSK Canada, Jamp Pharma, J&J Consumer Canada,
Nora Pharma, Pfizer Canada, Pharmascience, RW Consumer, Sandoz Canada, Sterimax,
Teva Canada, Viatris Canada, Vita Health and member associations, Canadian Generic
Pharmaceutical Association and Medtech Canada.
Our goal is to send 400 Humanitarian Medical Kits to Ukrainians in-country and in
refugee camps throughout 2022. Each kit contains essential medicine such as antibiotics,
antihypertensives, diabetes medication, painkillers and first aid products, providing about
600 medical treatments. This is a total of 240,000 treatments with a minimum value of
$2.4 million.

THIS IS HOW YOUR IMPACT MULTIPLIES...

$600 GIFT

=

1 HUMANITARIAN
MEDICAL KIT

=

600 TREATMENTS
WORTH $6,000

TIGRAY REFUGEES
IN SUDAN
Since July 2021, HPIC has been
working to support Tigrayans
who have been displaced by the
ongoing conflict in the region.
With all routes into the region cut
off, HPIC has been forced to seek
other ways to help the people of
Tigray. A first shipment of medicines
to neighbouring Sudan is now
underway and will help a large
population of Tigrayan refugees.

COVID-19 IN ECUADOR

PANDEMIC RELIEF IN CUBA

CHOLERA IN SOMALIA

HPIC is responding to the COVID-19
pandemic in Ecuador through the provision
of essential medicines and PPE to the Luis
Vernaza Hospital in Guayaquil.

HPIC is sending 20 pallets of medicines and
medical supplies to the Matanzas region
of Cuba in partnership with the Council
of Churches of Cuba to support ongoing
COVID-19 relief efforts.

Earlier this year, HPIC sent a shipment of
cholera kits to Somalia containing essential
treatments such as antibiotics and oral
rehydration therapies to help with the
ongoing cholera outbreak following the
floods in the Jowhar region in May 2021.

The 20 pallet container will help close the
gaps in accessible medicines in the country
and will provide much-needed support to
overburdened healthcare facilities.

CURRENT AND ONGOING
PROJECT UPDATES
INTRODUCING SCHOOL HEALTH CLUBS
In its final year of implementation, HPIC’s ‘Addressing Non-communicable Diseases (NCD)’
project in the Kibera community of Nairobi, Kenya is introducing school health clubs in 10
schools to encourage NCD awareness and prevention from an early age.
Teachers have been trained to speak to their students about various topics including NCD
prevention and management, mental health and substance abuse, healthy lifestyle habits,
nutrition and even how to start a kitchen garden to grow healthy food sustainably.
Through the school health club, HPIC has educated 300 students about NCD prevention.
This is yet another initiative that HPIC is executing that will directly benefit many people in
this community.
“Thank you for organizing the NCD Training for the teachers. Our teachers are now much
empowered to identify and properly handle students affected with NCDs and take time to
come to our schools to support our health clubs. We are really grateful”.

‘Addressing Non-communicable Diseases
(NCD)’ project in the Kibera community of
Nairobi, Kenya.

ADDRESSING HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRACTICES IN
ETHIOPIA
This year, HPIC is increasing its focus on improving access to healthcare for girls and women,
as COVID-19 has impacted women’s health and support programs globally, leaving them
vulnerable in all communities.
HPIC’s ‘Addressing Harmful Traditional Practices against Women and Girls in Ethiopia’
aims to reduce instances and impacts of Harmful Traditional Practices (HTPs) against girls
and women through community education and capacity-building. Additionally, medical
provisions and training for healthcare professionals has increased support and treatment
options for women living with trauma from these practices.
This project aims to shift attitudes about HTPs in communities where they are still practised
by educating communities and families about the adverse effects, while also providing
resources and support for girls and women who have undergone one or more HTPs.
In this way, HPIC is empowering women to make informed decisions about their bodies
with the support of their families and communities. Long-term projects like these help shift
attitudes and ensure lasting results.

SUPPORTING PREMATURE NEONATES IN LEBANON
About 18,000 infants are born prematurely every year in Lebanon, and many families are not
able to access the care they need for their infants due to medicine and equipment shortages
in the country.
In collaboration with donors, implementing partners and government hospitals in Lebanon,
HPIC’s objective is to increase access to healthcare and treatment to preterm newborns in
Lebanon. This two-year project will provide essential medicine and equipment to newborn
intensive care units of hospitals in Lebanon and will be implemented in partnership with
longstanding partner American Near East Refugee Aid (Anera). HPIC estimates it will reach
over 2,000 infants over the course of the project.

HPIC is empowering women in Ethiopia
to make informed decisions about their
bodies with the support of their families and
communities.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
Pharmaceutical partners are the heartbeat of our mission in
our efforts to restore health. Pfizer Canada is one of them.
HPIC’S PARTNERSHIP WITH PFIZER
Pfizer has been a long-standing partner of HPIC. When war broke out in Ukraine in February,
Pfizer Canada was among the first of our pharma partners to offer products and funding
for immediate relief efforts. In addition to important and much needed product donations,
Pfizer single-handedly funded the first 60 Humanitarian Medical Kits to help Ukrainians
in need in Ukraine and Poland. These HMKs contained 36,000 treatments and have been
delivered into the hands of people who have been living in crisis and in medical need.
Pfizer’s commitment to keep HPIC vibrant and active has always been a pillar of our work.
Last year, when HPIC celebrated our 31st Anniversary with a virtual gala, Pfizer stepped in as
our platinum sponsor, offering essential funding for 2022 programming.
Pfizer’s support of HPIC has a long history – both financially and through product donations.
Pfizer products are a staple in our shipments and have helped save lives all over the world.
We look forward to building and strengthening this partnership and continuing to profoundly
impact the health of many more people so they can live their best lives, care for their families
and give back to their communities.
“Our company and our people have stepped up in many diﬀerent ways to support citizens of
Ukraine who are living through a terrible situation, whether they are our colleagues, loved ones
or the patients who need our medicines,” said Vincent Lamoureux, Director, Global Health and
Social Impact, Pﬁzer Canada. “We are grateful that our long-time partner HPIC is playing an
active role in providing a Canadian response to the need for medicines in Ukraine.”

PFIZER’S IMPACT WITH HPIC

IN 2021 ALONE, PFIZER PRODUCTS WERE
SENT TO 13 COUNTRIES:
■ Burkina Faso

■ Lebanon

■ Cameroon

■ Malawi

■ Eswatini

■ Paraguay

■ Ethiopia (Tigray)

■ Republic of Congo

■ Haiti

■ St. Vincent

■ Honduras

■ Venezuela

■ Kenya

■ Zimbabwe

COMMUNITY CORNER
SPECIAL MENTIONS
Community groups rolled up their sleeves to pack Humanitarian Medical Kits at our Oakville
distribution center!

ST. JOHN’S AMBULANCE
Our friends at St. John Ambulance, York
Region made the long trip over to our
Oakville facility to help us pack 15,000
medical treatments bound for Ukraine and
Poland!

ST. JOSEPH UKRAINIAN
CHURCH
Our neighbours at St. Joseph’s Ukrainian
Church visited our distribution center to
pack 60 kits bound for Ukraine. It was a
deeply impactful day for all involved.
The group included two young students
who had recently fled Ukraine and have
now made Oakville their home. Hearing
their stories and having them help made the
day all the more meaningful.

ANGRY BIRDS RESTAURANT
AND ROTARY CLUB OF
PICTON GIVE BACK
We would like to give a special shout-out
to Angry Birds Restaurant and the Rotary
Club of Picton for their generous donation
to HPIC. Angry Birds donated 100 percent of
its sales to the Rotary Club of Picton, which
passed along half of the proceeds to HPIC’s
Ukraine relief efforts. To date, $40,000 has
been received from the Rotary Club
of Picton.

ROTARY CLUBS
On April 21, members of the Rotary Clubs of Newmarket, Innisfil, Cobourg, North York and
East York visited HPIC’s distribution center in Oakville to pack 60 Humanitarian Medical Kits
(HMKs) with essential medicines bound for Ukraine and Poland.
Organized by Mr. Richard Mewhinney, President of the Newmarket Rotary Club and Director
of International Service for Rotary District 7070, the 16 volunteers arrived early and worked
throughout the day until the job was completed
The 60 kits packed contained medicines donated by Canadian pharmaceutical companies
and were part of HPIC’s larger Ukrainian response.
The support to HPIC from many Rotary Clubs across the province is much appreciated. We
thank every single volunteer for supporting our very important work.

ASTRAZENECA CANADA EXECUTIVE TEAM VISIT HPIC
On April 22, team AstraZeneca, including Canadian president Kiersten Combs, visited HPIC’s
distribution centre in Oakville to pack 60 Humanitarian Medical Kits (HMKs) with essential
medicines bound for Ukraine and its border regions.
The team was joined by local government officials, including Oakville Mayor Rob Burton,
Parliamentary Assistant Robin Martin, Ministry of Health; Parliamentary Assistant Christine
Hogarth, Solicitor General; MPP Sheref Sabawy, Mississauga-Erin Mills; and MPP Nina Tangri,
Mississauga-Streetsville.

PHARMASCIENCE EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATE IN A
COMPANY-WIDE FUNDRAISER!
Employees at Pharmascience made their mark to support HPIC’s emergency response to
Ukraine by donating funds raised over the last month. Mr. David Goodman supported this
generous campaign and personally matched every single gift made by employees. Thanks
to everyone’s efforts at Pharmascience HPIC received over $10,000 which will be put to work
right away!

Our Volunteer Program is gearing up with more opportunities over the summer. Find out
how you too can get involved at hpicanada.ca/get-involved/volunteer

HUMANITARIAN MEDICAL KITS
IN ACTION
Nicole Kambou, an Ontario-based nurse, met 24 yearold Sylvain when she last visited the Denan Clinic –in her
hometown of Ouadaraduo in Burkina Faso.
Sylvain was struck by an explosion in his village, Gongobiro, which resulted in severe burns
across half of his head.
Burkina Faso is currently in the midst of a humanitarian crisis, with thousands of people
fleeing their villages due to ongoing conflict. These displaced people are in urgent need of
shelter, food, water and medicine and must often travel long distances on foot in order to
reach a health clinic. In Sylvain’s case, he had to travel 15 kms to reach the Denan Clinic.
In the Humanitarian Medical Kits that Nicole carried with her on her medical mission trips,
there was one treatment that many of us take for granted, but which played a key role in
Sylvain’s recovery: Polysporin.
This product, which Nicole was able to use in between Sylvain’s many surgeries, promoted
faster wound healing by preventing infection and would not have been available in the area if
Nicole had not taken HPIC’s HMKs with her on her visit to the clinic.
Our HMKs are packed with essential products that make a meaningful difference for people
living without access to healthcare and medicines.

THANK YOU!
For more information on how you can partner with us,
call 514.822.1112 or visit hpicanada.ca
Follow us!
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